We observe that during the discussion one of these gentlemen demurred to the idea that the probationers should take their orders from the superintendent nurse, and hinted that they should look to individual guardians for instructions.
Any attempt to enforce this view might render discipline impossible, but the results would be very diverting to the onlooker.
REJECTION OF A CURFEW-BELL RULE.
The House Committee of the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Guardians desire that the hour for the nurses returning to the house should be 9.30 p.m. summer and 9 p.m. in winter. A recommendation to this effect was discussed at the last meeting of the Guardians, and the Chairman of the Committee stated that, in his opinion, ten o'clock, the time at which the nurses had hitherto returned to the house, was a late hour for disturbing the patients.
One of the Guardians said that it seemed to him that the proposal was like a curfew-bell rule, and that ten o'clock was not an unreasonable time for people capable of taking care of themselves. The recommendation was supported on the ground that discipline was essential, a resolution which was met with the rejoinder that as it was not alleged that the nurses had broken the rules, the question of discipline did not come in. On a division the recommendation was rejected by 18 votes to 13. The Guardians are therefore relieved of the risk of finding it extremely difficult to obtain nurses.
Nurses are not children, and ten o'clock is a very reasonable limit.
PARSIMONY AT We all know the aspect of these poor babies?the anxious expression, the restlessness, the hollow eyes, the frequent piercing shriek, the shrunken abdomen and drawn-up legs.
As a rule the temperature is subnormal and the baby collapsed on admission, probably the result not only of the disease itself but of the frantic efforts of the mother by trying every conceivable artificial food and also every soothing " powder " to overcome her darling's condition.
In any case a nice hot bath will prove beneficial It soothes the child, subdues the pain, allays to some extent the thirst. If the baby is very collapsed, the addition of some mustard to the bath will be a help. Then put the child to bed, dressed lightly and warmly, give a hot bottle, and apply hot flannels or hot wool to the abdomen; clean out the mouth well with a mild mouth-wash or cold water only, and then try feeding. If the sickness has been very troublesome, it is best to start straight away by giving albumen mixture, composed of sterile normal saline solution 0 j and the whites of two eggs well beaten up. If the child objects very much to the taste, a little sugar of milk or ordinary loaf sugar may be added; but, as a rule, these babies are so fearfully dried out and thirsty that they will drink anything, and it is piteous to see them start and look round with a hungry, anxious expression when the glass is touched with the spoon. If the child keeps a drachm or two of this mixture down, increase the dose gradually, and if the sickness does not return, let it drink as much as it likes after a few hours. The great thing is to make up for the enormous loss of fluid and the more it will drink of this good mixture the better. Dr. Berkeley, on behalf of the honorary officers, thanked the members for their expression of confidence, and said that they were glad to do anything they could for the Association, the more especially as the members were so kind as to be satisfied with their efforts.
Business being completed, tea was daintily served to the nurses and their friends in a marquee erected for the purpose in the grounds, where there was much meeting of old friends, followed by the inevitable comparing of notes and discussion of the meeting and association. Owing to the large number present there was a slight wait for some before procuring tea; this seemed to bring out the spirit of freemasonry which exists among nurses. Crowds are proverbially and, in truth, lonely, but a crowd of nurses off duty seems to be the exception which proves the rule. The grounds were looking lovely after the rain, and proved a haven of delight in contrast to the busy, dirty, dreary streets beyond. The lawns were so fresh and green, the trees just faintly touched with a mystical haze, while some of the pretty costumes worn made a bright touch here and there, completing a charming scene. At the same time the Horticultural Exhibition was taking place in the gardens, so that the conservatories were opened, and in the great palm-house many people were listening to the band of the 2nd Life Guards, which played from three to six. The nurses were able to share this pleasure, and also to enter the flower show, which was most attractive and greatly appreciated, if one can judge by the number of nurses in evidence.
?pentng of tbe 1bc?woo& 3obnstone flDemorlal Ibome.
On Friday afternoon, the Heywood Johnstone Memorial Home was opened by the Bishop of Southwark. The home is situated in the Old Kent Road, and is intended for persons wishing to be trained as midwives for rural districts. The mid wives will attend the cases in the homes of the patients, and will be under the direction of a head and assistant-head midwife. Eight women can be accommodated for training, but at present it is only intended to receive two.
After the Bishop had opened and dedicated the home by prayer, Mrs. Heywood Johnstone, who has founded the home in memory of her husband, who was so largely instrumental in piloting the Midwives Act through Parliament, briefly outlined her aims. As the result of much inquiry, she had found that this particular district was greatly in need of good midwives, and so she had come to the conclusion that by establishing an institution in the locality she would be serving the main end she had in view?the supply of rural districts?and also be helping London's poor. She would like to draw attention to the fact that a charge of 7s. 6d., to be paid in small instalments, was to be made to the patient.
It included the necessary attention to the mother and infant for ten days, and provided the doctor when required. By this arrangement she thought that they were avoiding the danger of pauperising the poor and making them fail to realise their responsibility in marrying. There were a few free tickets for extreme cases, and tickets could be bought by anyone particularly interested in a case. The fact that the mothers were to be nursed in their own Southwark, in replying to the vote of thanks, dwelt at some length on the principles which he hoped would guide the workers in the home. All present would feel that on this occasion it was easy for him to speak. Sometimes it might be difficult to bring in higher thoughts when they were left in the background, but the work of this home was undertaken for the glory of God. The in fluence of the nurse was very far-reaching. The nurse could be a great power for restraint and could give the patient a glimpse of a better life. He thought the words " He that receivetb you receiveth Me " were helpful on this occasion. It would assist a nurse to realise her responsibility if she felt the true import of these words.
(Sreat IRortbern Central Ibospital.
FAREWELL TO MISS HULL.
Last week we recorded the presentation to Miss Hull, the retiring matron of the Great Northern Central Hospital, London, from the nursing staff past and present. On Thursday afternoon last week there was another notable ceremony, when those connected with the hospital and other friends assembled to take leave of Miss Hull. The members of the General Committee, the Ladies' Association, the honorary members of the medical staff, and the nursing staff, gathered in the Boardroom at 3 o'clock. The chair was taken by Sir John Dickson Poynder, Bart., M.P., chairman of the committee.
Speaking with reference to the circumstance which had brought them together, Sir John referred to the fact that Miss Hull had been 18 years in the service of the hospital; whert she first came it was a small, and little-known institution, with only 36 beds, situated in the Caledonian Boad. During the period in which she had been associated with the hospital very great developments and changes had taken place in the character of its work, the standard of the nursing and the methods of training generally, and in connection with all these changes her knowledge and experience had been of the greatest value to the Committee, with whom she had alwaysworked in the most loyal and whole-hearted manner. Referring to the high reputation which the hospital held for efficiency and economy and for the excellency of the trainingof its nurses, the Chairman assured those nurses who were present, that if they followed the example of the matron under whom they had been trained, they could have no better model. He felt how much every one of the" Committee, Nursing Section. 197 and everyone who had been in any way connected with the hospital, appreciated the work of Miss Hull, her constant and untiring devotion to duty, her unfailing tact and courtesy to all with whom she came in contact, and how deeply everyone felt the parting wnich was now taking place. 
